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OBITUARY. 



SAVORGNAN DE BRAZZA. 



A cable dispatch received by the Minister of the Colonies, in 
Paris, on the 15th of September, announced the death of Count 
Savorgnan de Brazza, at Dakar, on his way home from the French 
Congo. 

M. de Brazza was born January 26, 1852, on board the French 
ship V/nus, in the roadstead of Rio de Janeiro. He was of Italian 
race, and the family name is said to have been di Brazza Savor- 
gnani. 

He was educated in the Jesuit College in Paris, and was recom- 
mended by Father Secchi, the celebrated astronomer, to Admiral 
de Montaignac, and admitted in 1868 to the Naval School at Brest. 
In 1870 and 1871 he served in the fleet in the North Sea and on the 
Algerian coast, and in 1872-74, under Admiral Quiliot in America, 
the Cape of Good Hope, and on the West African coast. In 1874 
he received his papers of naturalization, and was sent the next year 
to explore the Upper Ogowe River. 

His companions were Dr. Noel Ballay and the naturalist M. 
Marche. The work of this expedition, which occupied three years, 
was completed by two explorations in the years 1879-1886, and the 
Colony of the French Congo, as now constituted, with an area equal 
to that of California, Nevada, Oregon, and Washington, is prac- 
tically the creation of de Brazza, and his gift to France. Through- 
out his career as explorer and as Commissioner of the Government 
of the Republic in West Africa, his course was marked by decision 
and tact and humanity. He practised in his relations with the 
Africans the principles set forth in his own words: 

these primitive people are not difficult to manage, if we avoid offending them and 
steadily maintain in our dealings with them an attitude of firmness, and good will 
without weakness, and an unlimited patience. 

The death of such a man as de Brazza, at the age of fifty-three, 
may well be called untimely, though he had already won his place 
among the founders of civilization in Africa. 
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